
Using DesCartes to Differentiate Within the
Classroom

Second Grade Math Standard
Measures the length of an object in inches and half inches.

Directions:
1. Find Math Class By RIT-Measurement
2. Record Each RIT range and the students in that range.
3. Look at the standard. If you were to divide your students into small

groups within the classroom, what would you teach each band?
4. Refer to DesCartes. This standard does not occur in the lower RIT

ranges. Use DesCartes to determine what skill you will teach the
groups that are not prepared to learn the standard.

5. Which RIT range is ready to learn the standard?
6. For the upper RIT ranges, does DesCartes address this standard at a

higher level of rigor?
RIT Range Students Skill



Third Grade Math Standard
Measures the length of an object in inches and half inches.

Directions:
1. Find Math Class By RIT-Measurement
2. Look at Compacted DesCartes. At what RIT band are students

prepared to handle this standard?

3. DesCartes allows you to divide the students into three groups for
differentiated instruction. What RIT ranges are working below
standard? Record those ranges and the students’ names.

4. Find the RIT range at which the students are ready to attack this
standard. Record the ranges and the students’ names.

5. Are there students who are ready to be accelerated? Could you form
a third group based on your Class By RIT and Compacted DesCartes?

RIT
Range

Students Skill




